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A Bold but and the Death of the

Two

By J J McBRIDE Adjutant 33d Ind

After tho battle of Stone River one of
the severest of the civil war near Mur-

freesboro

¬

Tcnn Dec 31 1SG2 Gen
Rosecrans let six months pass before mak ¬

ing another advance
During this time Gen Bragg Confed

erate had his headquarters at TuIIanoinu
Xrom whica point his army extended west-

ward
¬

his left resting at Columbia
Gen Rosecrans had his headquarters at

Murfreesboro and his forces were dis-

posed

¬

iu the form of a triangle of which
Nashville was the apex and Murfreesboro
and Franklin were the other angles

While thus stationed the troops of both
armies were not idle Detachments from
each army were frequently sent out to
attack and possibly overwhelm some out-

post
¬

or to make raiding expeditious upon
nm fnrliiriilpii territory in quest of for

age or to destroy or disturb railroads or
ether means of constantly
vexing the whole country with raids and
incursions

Franklin being upon the extreme right
fiank of the Federal line and about 25
miles almost directly south of Nashville
was naturally a most important point in
the line and therefore greatly coveted by
the enemy

During the month of February Gen
ian Dorns Confederate command
consisting of cavalry and mounted in-

fantry
¬

was stationed at Columbia where
the General was engaged in
its re equipment both men and horses
with the full purpose- - of attacking Frank-
lin

¬

in force as shown by his correspond ¬

ence with Gen Bragg in the Kecords of
the Rebellion The for this
movement and the movement itself were
nnkuown to Gen Rosecrans Gen Gil-

bert
¬

in command of the Post at Frank-
lin

¬

knew nothing of it for on May 4 at
the instance of Gen Rosecrans he sent
Col Coburn and his brigade with a de-

tachment
¬

of cavalry and a battery of artil-
lery

¬

consisting in all of about 2000 men
to distant points on the road in the direc-

tion
¬

of Columbia on a foraging expedition
pure and simple at the very time when
Gen Van Dorn was moving ou Franklin
with about 10000 men

The two opposing forces confronted
each other at Thompson
Station where a terrific battle was fought
lastiug about four hours duriug which
time Col Cobunfs Brigade displayed a
persistency and heroism in
the annals of the civil war Though van-
quished

¬

by a force greatly superior in
numbers the magnificent stand made by
Col Coburns Brigade disconcerted the
plans of Van Dorn and thereby Baved

Franklin
Later on April 10 Gen Van Dorn

made a direct attack upon Franklin but
was repulsed as the garrison in the
meantime had been greatly
by the addition of more troops

Again on June 4 Gen Forrest with
S considerable force made an attempt to
capture Franklin but failed

These attacks were made with a good
deal of spirit and hopefulness and it was

shown that the enemy was
greatly disappointed because of his failure
to reduce the place The position was
not openly attacked again by an organized
force

The daring scheme of the spies now
presents itself It is my opinion that the
entrance into the Federal lines by two
spies the subject of this sketch was the
initiatory movement toward the capture
of Fort Granger and the troops quartered
there for its defense by deception and
stealth since it could not be taken in
open battle

Opposite Franklin across the Harpeth
River was situated Fort Granger a forti-
fication

¬

of considerable strength It was
located san the river bluff and commanded
not only Franklin but the surrounding
country Its importance was not over-
estimated

¬

by friend or foe If captured
and a large Confederate force interposed
between Nashville and Murfreesboro the
army of Gen Rosecrans would have been
placed at a great if not
routed altogether

On June 8 four days after the last
open attack made upon Franklin two
mounted men appeared at the headquar-
ters

¬

of Col John P Baird of the 8uth
Ind who was in command of the garri-
son

¬

They represented themselves as be¬

ing Inspector General Lawrence W
Anton Orton and Maj Dunlap whose
real names were Col William Orton Will-
iams

¬

and Lieut Walter G Peter and
said that they had been directed by Adjt
Gen Lorenzo Thomas and Gen Rose-
crans

¬

to inspect troops camps etc and
produced papers and documents that ap¬

peared to be genuine
The personal appearances of the men

jwere not tho best presentable and in ex-
planation

¬

therof Col Williams told Col
Baird that be had missed the road from
Murfref sboro to Franklin got two near
Eaglesviile and run into rebel pickets
bad his orderly shot and lost his coat
containing his money that he wanted
come money and a pass to Nashville

Col Baird did not suspect them to he
other than what they represented In
bis official report he says They did not
attempt to inspect works His confi-
dence

¬

in their was com
dete as upon Williamss request he
oaned him 50 and also gave him the

countersign for the night
The fact that they did not attempt to

Inspect the works I think justifies the
conclusion that their sole intent was to
get possession of the countersign only for
the purposes indicated further on There
is a conflict of testimony as to who cast
the first suspicions upon these men Col
Baird says he did not suspect them until
they had gone away when it struck him
like a thunderbolt that they were spies
and that he immediately directed Col
iWatkins of the Gth Ky Cav to bring
them back

It is claimed that Col Watkins was the
first to announce his suspicions because
of prior acquaintance with Williams at
West Point That will not stand be
cause neither was a graduate of that in-

stitution
¬

They had previously been mem-
bers

¬

of the 2d U S Cav but certainly
not at the same time as Col Thomas J
Jordan of the 0th Pa and who was the
President of court that tried tho spies
says that neither had ever met before

Whatever the truth may be Col Baird
does not hesitate to say in his report that

their ruse was nearly successful on me
as I did not know the hand writing of my
commanding olllcer and am much in-
debted

¬

to Col Watkins Gth Ky Cav
for their detention and Lieut Wharton
of Grangers staff for detection of forgery
papers It is well to state that for his
commendable activity and prudence in the
matter Col Watkins was presented with
the horse that belonged to Col Williams

There is no mistake in the fact that
Col Waikins accompanied by an orderly
pursued the men and by rapid movement
succeeded in halting them before they had
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Unsuccessful Strategy Tragic
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disadvantage

representations

passed beyond the outposts Col Watkins
bad a delicate mission to perform and he
was equal to the occasion diplomatic
enough to not arouse any suspicion of his
true purposes in the minds of the two
men lie told them that it was the desire
of Col Baird to intrust them with an im-
portant

¬

message to Nashville and with¬

out apparent reluctance they acceded to
bis request

It was then in the dusk of the evening
and Col Watkins mildly suggested to
them that they had better remain in camp
over night as the garrison was practically
Invested by the enemy and there was
great danger of being captured They
would not however heed his suggestion
explaining that their presence in Nashville
was of the utmost importance and could
aot be deferred under any circumstances
but they did finally suggest their willing-
ness

¬

to remain in Franklin over night
Che town was not securely within tho

Union lines which they well knew and
of course the suggestion must have jarred
their honest intentions if they had any

When headquarters were reached the
men were boldly nccused of being spies
They showed great indignation and of
course vigorously declared that they were
innocent

Immediately Col Baird reported condi-
tions

¬

to Gen Rosecrans Gossip said at
the time that the wires between Franklin
and Nashville were tapped so that in the
event the men should be suspected and
an inquiry sent to NashviUE-prAIurfrees-b-

the message would be intercepted by
a confederate and a suitable answer re-

turned
¬

but the rumor was without
foundation as Col Baird used both the
wire and signal flags

TWO MOUNTED MEN APPEARED ATTIIE OF COL JOHN P BA1BD

Gen Rosecrans replied The men are
no doubt spies Call a Arum head court
martial and if found to be spies hang
them without fail before morning

In a brief time the entire camp had
knowledge of the arrest of the spies and
all sorts of rumors were on the wing Ex-
citement

¬

in the vicinity of Fort Granger
was intense

The court was promptly convened and a
fair trial accorded the accused They
wore their overcoats buttoned tightly up
to the chin When unbuttoned there were
exhibited tho dress coats of the Confed
erate army The caps they wore were the
ordinary fatigue caps of the United
States army with eagle buttons Their
overcoats were of navy blue with large
capes lined with orange colored material
and ordinary United States buttons just
as were prescribed for our Regular off-

icers
¬

Their pantaloons also of navy blue
with an orange cord down the outside
seams completed their attire On the
hilts of their swords were engraven their
names rank and service

During the trial they made no defense
except that they were not ordinary
spies The evidence against them was
complete and being caught red handed
the court could do nothing less than ad-
judge

¬

them guilty of - being spies and at
once sentenced them to be hanged by the
neck until they are dead

Williamss father was a Captain in the
Regular Army and was killed at Mon
terey Mexico and was a native of JNew
York

Early in March 1SG1 after Mr Lin ¬

coln was inaugurated President the
younger Williams was commissioned a
Lieutenant in the Regular Army and was
appointed Confidential Secretary to Gen
Winfield Scott who was then in command
of tho army At first it is said he was
arrogant and domineering in his manner
especially toward those who were in sym-
pathy

¬

with the South for the purpose
there was afterward no doubt to make
himself secure with the National au-
thority

¬

so that ho could the more suc-
cessfully

¬

gather in the secret work of the
management of the war but in a brief
time however he publicly declared his
sympathies with the South and upon an-
nouncing

¬

his intention to go South he was
put on Governors Island until after the
first battle of Bull Run because of fear
that he would unfold Gen Scotts plans
to the authorities at Richmond After
going South he changed his name to
Lawrence W Orton

Tho morning of Juno 9 1SG3 wus the
ODening of a beautiful day It was in
deed one of the rare days of June The

court silent was

diers somehow felt that if the plans the
spies Tiad not miscarried the garrison
would likely have been overwhelmed with
disaster yet they manfully resisted all un-
seemly

¬

in faces the
condemned men and in the presence of
impending death Thero was no exultant
demonstration

The gallows was constructed by a wild
cherry tree not far from depot and

very public place Two ropes hung pen
dant from beam reaching within eight
feet of the A little after 0 oclock
a m the whole garrison was marshaled
about the place of execution Two

coffins were near by At 920
oclock a m tho guard conducted the
prisoners to the scaffold Arriving at tho
place execution they stepped upon tha
platform a cart The Provost Marshal
Capt Alexander then placed a linen
handkerchief over the face each and
adjusted the rope They embraced and
bade each other a last farewell This
over tho cart moved from under them at
930 m At 10 oclock a m the bodies
were cut down and encoffined in full dress
and both buried in one grave

Col Williams was officer the
highest rank ever hung as a spy by an
American army Maj Andre of Revo-
lutionary

¬

times was the next rank
As Col Williams claimed they may

have been more than ordinary spies
but they were nevertheless spies and of
a dangerous sort The

Chattanooga Rebel could not divine
their real mission hut baid that it was
evident they bad to some deed
of knight erranty which would commend
their names to all posterity or perish in

attempt
The Confederate authorities civil and

military disclaimed any knowledge of the
scheme and nothing developed duriug the
trial or since to disprove their disclaimer

When the spies entered the Union lines
they had baggage no papers other
than the forged ones and they were with-
out

¬

money so that tho inference drawn by
Col Baird that they were on some im
portant mission to Canada and Europe
does not seem altogether reasonable con

well sustained
What then could their purpose

juey went to tne gallows without a con
fession of their intentions We can
theorize One theory is nrobnblv as nlansi- -
ble as another but in any event the
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was a daring and a hazardous
one

Is not the theory most plausible that
the capture of Fort Granger was the ob¬

ject of their mission Time and again
the enemy had failed to take the fort by
direct assault why not now try it by
subterfuge

Col Williams or rather Lawrence W
Orton commanded a brigade in Gen
Martins Confederate Division of Cav-
alry

¬

which was then stationed near
Franklin and it Is the opinion of the
writer that it was the mission of the spy
to securo the countersign for the night
and when once safely outside the
lines his re entrance inside the lines with
his brigade nnd other troops would have
been an easy matter by the use of the
countersign and the capture of the pickets

To have at once entered the camp with
out hindrance and with full knowledge of
position and strength of the troops the
garrison would almost surely have been
overwhelmed This may not be the cor
rect theory if such was the real pur
pose the scheme came very near being a
success

Tho garrison was not disturbed again
A few weeks later Gen Rosecrans deter
mined to respond to the made
upon him by the authorities at Washing- -

HEADQUARTERS

demonstrations

correspondent

ton On June 24 the campaign began
and within nine days the advance of the

column rested at Tullahoma and
Gen Bragg and his army had fallen back
to Chattanooga and was temporarily se-

cure
¬

along the line of tho Tennessee
River

WOUNDING OF PEN PILES A SMITH

A Chaplains Recollections of the Exciting
Events of Nor 24 1863

Editor National Tribune In order
to make plain the circumstances under
which Gen Giles A Smith was wounded
I send you my memoranda as written at
various times during the 24th day of No ¬

vember 1863
At 11 oclock last night our brigade

First Brigade Second Division Fif-
teenth

¬

Corps was called into line and
marched near a mile to where more than
100 pontoon boats were lying in the Nortli
Chickamauga Creek Fifteen men entered
each boat in addition to the five that man-
aged

¬

the oars The whole brigade em-

barked
¬

at the same time At 1 a m we
got under way the 8th Mo in advance
the llGth III next in order Every sound
was suppressed as much as possible talk-
ing

¬

was not allowed above a whisper
We soon passed into the Tennessee

River keeping as near to the bank as we
could Occasionally some boat would drift
too near and be caught by overhanging
limbs making noise enough it teemed to
us to wake the seven sleepers We could
see the fires of the enemy the other
side the sparks flying up when they were
stirred and at some points could even
hear the voices of the pickets as they
talked with each other A drizzling rain
was falling Thus we drifted down the
river for three miles without creating any
alarm

When opposite the point which we
wished to occupy the boats turned and
approached tho shore abreast The mo-

ment
¬

was full of excitement Should we
land unmolested Or should we meet a
deadly fire and be compelled to engage in
a hand-to-han- d struggle for wc were to
land with fixed bayonets and unloaded
guns It would seem that we should have
crouched down so as to derive some pro-
tection

¬

from the sides of the boats In case
wc were fired on but instead of that as
we approached the bank every man of
us stood up with muscles braced ready for
a spring To our surprise no enemy ap-
peared

¬

My regiment and one other landed just
above the mouth of the South Chicka
mauga the rest of the brigade just below

verdict of the received the ap- - but the boat in wVcI l with the
probation of very soldier in blue The sol- - urPon was down stream so
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that we first touched the bank below Just
as wc did so Gen Smith who had sprung
on shore before us ran down the bank to
see who we were and he was so anxious
for fighting men that he swore a little
when he found we were non combatants
but hastily checking himself he said
Never mind never mind well be glad

enough of your help before an hour has
passed

Wo then backed off shore rowed
across the mouth of tho creek and
joined our regiment Thero was a
short rifle pit just above the mouth of
the creek in which about 20 of the enemy
nere drowsing over a smoldering fire
They were captured nt once as were all
the pickets soon after whose fires wc had
seen by a force of men sent up in their
rear These pickets were cavalry and so
every officer who was entitled to a horse
was mounted within 10 minutes after we
had touched the land In the meantime
the troops below the creek wcro intrench-
ing

¬

with all their might while the empty
uoats were sent straignt across the river
where the rest of tho division had been
collected so as to briug over more men
It was I a m when we landed and by
daylight two whole divisions were over
and pretty well intrenched

At daylight the building of a pontoon
bridge was commenced the boats not yel
fastened in the bridge still bringing over
troop A pontoon bridge was also built
across the Chickamauga near its month
and wc marched ncross it and joined the
troops below At 9 oclock tho steamer
Dunbar came up the river and begun
bringing over batteries which we were
very glad to see With the addition of
this artillery we began to feel pretty se-
cure

¬

in our position
Some rebel skirmishers now showed

themselves and wo were deployed In liue
of battle Thisis doubtless the time that
Comrade W A Douglas thinks that Gen
Smith was wounded Some shots were
nrcd but no one was hurt

It is now 10 a m and we have not
yet been attacked in force There has
been considerable cannonading and some
musketry away on our right during all
the morning

Later About 11 oclock the pontoon
bridge was finished and the troops passed
over rapidly We ate dinner and then
a general advance was ordered We
moved over an open field toward a high
sour of Missionary Ridce It was as
splendid a military spectacle aa anyone
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need wish to see We terpected to find
the enemy on the hill but to our surprise
we advanced to the foot ofit without a
shot Light burns BrigadeHwas ordered
up and after a little Skirmishing occu-
pied

¬

the top of it Atthe foot of this
hill runs the Knoxville Railroad so we
obtained possession of its Wc turned to
the left and after marching some dis-

tance
¬

halted for the niglituvn wood near
an open field This field was bordered on
the far side by the Chickamauga Creek
A little way in the roar of where wo
halted were the abandoned quarters of a
detachment of the enemy iThc 55th HI
was on our right and the Gth Mo on our
left It was late in the evening and mist-
ing

¬

A few shells came over us from
n point back of the ndgci occupied by
Lightburn but we didijiot mind these
The arms were stacked- - the artillery
horses were taken to the rear and the
men went back to the rebel quarters to
prepate their supper

While we were thus somewhat off our
guard a detachment of the enemy accom ¬

panied by a battery of artillery advanced
on our front nnd approached pretty near
before they were discovered Our men
were called to arms but were so scat ¬

tered that some time elapsed before they
could get into line and in the meantime
the enemy poured in n brisk fire both of
musketry and artillery The few who
were with the guus replied as best they
could and two pieces of artillery were
run forward by hand to the edge of the
field to answer tho enemys cannon

I had started back toward the aban ¬

doned quarters to get some boards to sleep
on that night but had not gone far when
this firing commenced Our boys run-
ning

¬

for their guns met me some of them
holding in their hands sticks strung with
strips of half boiled bacon others with
cans of coffee partly hot and as they had
a mind to do their fighting first and eat
their suppers afterwards quite a number
of them left their provisions in my care
And of course as the balls were coming
at a lively rate I sheltered the provisions
and myself behind a tree

Gen Smith and two members of his
staff came hurrying to the front on foot
and just as they reached a point in the
road opposite to where I stood the pecu ¬

liar whir of a charge of canister shot com ¬

ing straight for us filled all the air They
all three stepped for shelter behind a tree
it was the only sensible thing to do at
that moment But the tree was not large
enough to shelter so many and I heaid
the ball strike the General as plainly as
one would hear a ball of putty thrown
against a wall and it sounded much as
that would too The General was stag-
gered

¬

but did not fall and was supported
by his companions and led from the field
Almost nt the same moment one of the
battery boys was wounded in the knee
and as he was being carried past me his
wounded leg dangled painfully I forgot
the supper ovit which I was standing
guard took hold of the swinging leg and
suppurted it till we got the man back to
where the Surgeons were hastily estab ¬

lishing n field hospital There I heard a
straggler telling how everything was cut
to pieces nt the front that Maj Froman
was dead nnd he had seen Lieut Col
Boyd fall off his horse So 1 hurried to tho
front at once The battery had been run
out into the field and was having a duel
with that of the enemy The troops were
lying a short distance behind it as a sup- -
port Tho fire of small arms had almost
ceased Maj Froman was very much
alive for a dead man and tab Lieutenant
Colonel was walking lifck ind forth be ¬

hind the line in a state of great excite-
ment

¬

yelling occasionally at the very top
of his voice Where is Col Tupper
Where is Col Tupper JVhere in is
Col Tupper He is in Cotiimaud of this
whole thing and does nfir kifow it Tup ¬

per was the ranking Colonel and of course
the command devolved dn hllh when Smith
was disabled Very soon Tupper arrived
at tho front and Boyds anxiety was re-
lieved

¬

It was then dusk Viiid the firing
had ceased So much1 for the record of
that day 5l

I will here state from memory that as
soon as the firing eeasell I Bethought my ¬

self of the boys supiMranii hurried back
to my tree but every old sofdierwill know
the result before I tell ij Everything
was gone Among thesje firqvislons that
were lost was a chicken nut in mv charcc
by Lige Coombs of Co C 110th III who
is still living in Macon County and as I
know that he is a reader of The National
Tribune I take this occasion to assure him
that that particular chicken was actually
lost In action precisely as stated above

N M Baker Chaplain llGth III De
catur 111

THREE YEARS AT THE FRONT

Sketch of the Services of the 24th Ohio

Editor National Triiiune The 24th
Ohio was organized at Camp Jackson and
Camp Chaso from May 29 to June 17
18G1 to serve three years

The regiment left Camp Chase July 2G
1801 commanded by Col Jacob Ammen
whose diary shows much of the history of

the regiment by railroad to Zanesville
under orders for Ripley Landing Va At
Zanesville at 12 m received orders to
Grafton Va Proceeded in same train to
Bellaire and thero received orders to go
to Washington D C Proceeded to Pitts-
burg

¬

nnd as far East as Blairsville Pa
then received orders to report at Grafton
Returned to Bellaire and on to Grafton
and to Clarksburg Vu There
Cos B and F were detached to guard the
railroad west The eight remaining com
panies marched to Cheat Mountain sum-
mit

¬

on the Parkershurg and Staunton
pike where Cos B and F rejoined them in
the latter part of August

The Ammen diary states Aug 15 sent
picket out four and a half miles ou the
Staunton road and went beyond a half
mile Snake hunters just ahead advised to
stop

Sept 12 8 oclock u m Wagon train
going to the foot of tho mountain was at
tacked by the enemy about one mile lroin
camn took the wagoners prisoners Alarm
given immediately of the attack With 90
men put them to night killed a number
took a dozen prisoners This part of the
force iu our rear consisted of the M Aik
2M 31st and 57th Va Also from Big
Spring camp three Tennessee regiments
under Geu S Anderson attacked by a
picket of GO men Our lost men were re ¬

covered not a man killed five were
wounded

Oct a before 1 oclock a in in com ¬

pany with a number of other regiments
and batteries the 24th left camp to mako
a recouuoissauce of the camp at Green
brier

The force consisted of thp 7th Utb 1 Itli
15th and 17th Ind 21thr25th and 32d
Ohio Loomiss Batterjjsix guus Howes
Battery six guns and1 twoguns of Dan
niss Battery The engagement lasted
from about 7 oclock a m until 12 when
we wcro withdrawn tire 21th Ohio having
six companies prcseut folir being left as
a reserve

Of Co B John Riddile and Nathan Mc
Cann were killed thrfc6 of the regiment
wounded The roster shows threo of Co
II killed at Greenbrier mit the Ammen
diary reports an encounter not shown else-
where

¬

that accounts for one of Co H as
follows lj 7

Oct 30 At 10 oejpett p in Co H
24tbwns ordered to gojvith1 a company of
the 25th and 32d Ohidiand one from the
9th Ind after midnight These companies
advanced across GreenbVlcr were attacked
by the enemy as they passed a defile tho
night was very dark Co H in front re
ceived the fire aud sustained all the loss
one killed three missing eight wounded

In the night Nov 1 during a storm a
tree blown down on a tent of Co B crip- -
pled a oergeant a Corporal aud a private
The latter G W Longley was in April
1SG3 enlisted in the marine service dis
charged yent home aud died of his in
juries

Nov 18 the regiment left Cheat Moun
tain leaving 00 sick and wounded men
there inarched by way of Uuttonville
Beverly Buckhannon nnd Weston to
Clarksburg theuce by B O R R to
Parkershurg thence by steamers Econ-
omy

¬

and Florence to Louisville Ky to
Camp Jenkins thence by railroad to New
Haven Ky

The 24th Ohio wns lirlpniled with tho
3Gth and 34th Ind and 51st Ohio making

jjrM

the Tenth Brigade Col Jacob Ammen
Fourth Division Gen Wm 1 Nelson
Army of the Ohio The 51st Ohio and
34th Ind were soon taken out of the
Tenth Brigade

Feb 14 we marched for the mouth of
Salt River where ou Feb 17 wo were
taken onto steamboats and on Feb 2o ar
rived at Nashville Tenn at Camp An
drew J acKson

March 17 1SG2 the Fourth Division
marched south by way of the Franklin
ptKC

March 2G in camp near Duck River
March 29 marched at G a m 24th Ohio

in tho lead forded Duck River the bridge
not completed

April 5 arrived at Savannah
April G marched at 1 oclock p m

crossed the Tennessee River on steam
boats and was in the battle of Pittsburg
landing before G p m

April 7 the Tenth Brigade on the left
of the Fourth Division moved at daylight
the lata Ohio lmviiiL oM men and officers
and engaged the enemy advauced near
two miles to position assigned to us
where we encountered most determined
resistance from the enemv until 330 n m

The number of dead of the 24th Ohio
in that engagement as shown by the
roster gives the names of 17 Battle re
ports show ul wounded 21 missing

The 21th Ohio was present with the
lentil ISngade throughout the advance on
siege or and occupation of Corinth hav
ingentercd the fortifications of the enemy
at 7 a in May 30 was under fire many
times during the campaign but we find no
lecord of loss from killed or wouuded of
tins regiment

Between June 3 and 11 wn marched
south passed Rienze and back to near
tuna tuence rroni June li through Tus
cumbia Athens and on to Pulaski Tenn
37 miles 011 Julv 14 thiwiro hv rnilrnnil in
Nashville and Murfreesboro thence scout-
ing

¬

to and about McMinnville thence back
to Louisville Ky Next was the Perry
ville campaign and pursuit of the enemy
to the Wild Cat Mountains thence the
marcii bacK to Aasliville

We were now brigaded with the Gth
Ohio 30th Ind 23d Kv 84th 111 Cos
II and M 4th U S Art Col Wm Grose
mini iingaue Second Division Gen J
m x aimer xwentj lirst Corps

Our next eniraircmont wns Storm Tfirpr
The losses ere Officers killed 4 wound- -

i missing u total men Killed i
nuuuucu ou missing v total 11M
there were four commissioned officers left
for duty 30 men had been detached from
the 24th Ohio and afterward entered on
the rolls of Cos II and M 4th TT S Art
That battery did good service during the
uaiuu us losses reported arc two men
Kineu n wounded six missing

The 24th Ohio was in a ricornifiissinpp
on the Woodbury road Jan 24 18G3 No
killed or wounded reported

Juno 24 we marched on the Tullahoma
campaign iot being directly opposed by
the enemy there were none of this regi ¬

ment killed or wounded
At Chickamauga the 24th Ohio lost two

Captnins aud 10 enlisted men killed The
number wounded reported there is 57 Ed-
ward

¬

Dunn who had been transferred to
me uattory was killed at Chickamauga

The 21th Ohio was in Chattanooga dur¬

ing the siege until Oct 25 at first located
on the extreme point at the right of Fort
Wood when on reorganization and con-
solidation

¬

of the Twentieth and Twenty
first Corps the 24th Ohio was placed in
the Third Brigade Gen WmGrose First
Division Fourth Corps

Oct 25 we left camp in Chattanooga
and via Waldrons Ridge and Shell Mount
we marched to White Side Station on the
N C R R

The 21th Ohio wns present in the assault
on Lookout Mountain Nov 24 from early
that morning until 2 a m Nov 25 casual ¬

ties two wounded Also on Mission Ridge
at Rossville Gap Nov 25 No killed or
wounded Also at Ringgold Nov 27 no
casualties Also at Buzzard Roost Ga
Feb 25 27 1804 casualties one killed two
wounded C D Ratimone First Ser-
geant

¬

Co B 21th Ohio Belfre O

A FRIEND WITH THE COUNTERSIGN

The Sequel to the Order Carried to Gen
Smith by Berwick

Editor National Tribune I was par-
ticularly

¬

interested in the story of A
Friend With the Countersign as related
iu the issue of July 3 especially in regard
to the order the author carried to Gen
Smith and given on page G As he has
not given the sequel to that order I beg
leave to add something of interest in re-
gard

¬

to it
Among other great qualities of Gen

Meade he could move the Army of thePo
tomac promptly and as a unit an dfor the
first time iu its history as is well kuown
he put every fightirg man in and altogether
at the battle of Gettysburg Well during
the Wilderness campaign of 18G4 he made
up the orders for the movements of the
forces under Gen Grant and as approved
by him But on a few ocasions the staff
at Gen Grants headquarters wanted to
play with the army and m fact rather
held the qualifications of Gen Meade iu
this respect in a low value Now this

fool order of May 28 1804 1 p m
was one of their productions and attempts
iu this direction The nsininity of the order
consists in the direction to move direct to
Newcastle on the south side of the Pa
niunkcy River etc This is stated plain
ly and definitely and no mistake could be
involved as to the place It is situated
about four miles down stream from Han
overtown the point where Gen Grant wa
crossing all his forces as rapidly as possi
ble and wlieie the order was written
Newcastle or more properly Newcastle
Ferry is about 10 miles above White
House Lauding or oiie days sharp march
for tioops who had been on board steam
ers and had not got well limbered up for
a quick step under the balmy inspiration
of the Peninsula iu May The Tottipoto
moy quite a stieam Uows into the Pa
muukey from the southwest between the
two places Now it is plainly to be seen
that the order was an endeavor to run two
approaching bodies on the same track
There was no excuse for lack of topo
graphical knowledge as a good general
map clearly engraved was in use at the
time of date of 1SG2 and any officer or
soldier who was with McClellan around
there in 18G2 knew as much Gen Smith
as is well known nut his troops promptly
on tho road for Newcastle nnd as soon as
his command after an exhausting march
begin to jam into the Army of the Po-

tomac
¬

there was a realization that the
tiain dispatcher at Gen Grants headquar ¬

ters had committed a precious blunder
The blunder was this do riot dignify it

even as a mistake the objective point that
the armies weie driven for was the posi-

tion
¬

nt Cold Harbor and which if gained
would put the left flank solid on the Chick
ahoiniuy River This place is also known
as New Cold Harbor hence the school
boys blunder Gen Smith in consequence
lost one days march when the inarch he
had already made would have put him in
position at Cold Ilaibor at least the next
morning if it had been made in the right
direction aud over a better country for
marching than the one he had been forced
over

Occupying good positions does not al
wayo end a war but the Army of the
Potomac would have been saved a great
deal of the dole of blood which was de ¬

manded of it and which it gave with
steadfast obedience if it could have been
fairly placed at Cold Harbor 1804

There almost seemed a fatality about
this battle in this respect Gen Sheridan
with the cavalry had cleared the position
and then began retiring and continued to
do so until stopped by an order direct from
Gen Meade who had received this in ¬

formation from Capt George L Gillespie
now Brigadier General Commanding Corps

of Engineers U S A who had after
many adventures gotten through the rebel
lines to Sheridan from our left near Beth
sada Church

Too much precious time had been al-
ready

¬

lost for blood and iron to make
up and Cold Harbor came to be the mean-
est

¬

battle or the Army of the Potomac
and probably put the crossing of the James
River at a lower point than otherwise
might have been possible GilbertThompson U S Engineer Battalion
Washington D C -

It Mt
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PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along tbe Whole

Line

IIEAVV LOSSES OF A NEW YORK COMMAND

A J Walling Co II 4Sth X Y New
York City writes I was much interest ¬

ed with Sergt Wm H Barlows account
of the losses in the 159th N Y and agree
with him that there are others Having
served with Perrys Saints otherwise the
48th N Y 1 think that regiment deserves
a place among the others In the assault
on Battery Wagner Morris Island S C
July 18 1SG3 eight companies nveraging
50 men to a company with 10 commisi
sioned officers went into action Fifteen
of the 1G officers were killed or wounded
Statistics give the casualties in the regi-
ment

¬

as killed S3 wounded 273 pris ¬

oners 28 Only GS answered to roll call
the morning after the assault Again nt
Olustee Flu Feb 10 1S04 being under
a direct and double cross fire for three
hours wc held our line unbroken being
for some time without ammunition and
again engaged after securing ammunition
Casualties Killed 47 wounded 153
prisoner i 34 At Chester Hights Drew
rys Bluff Cold Harbor Deep Bottom
Strawberry Plains Hatchers Run Siege
of Petersburg the 48th kept up its repu-
tation

¬

for losing men aud in the assault
on Fort Fisher N C on Jan 15 1805
the regiment was so depleted in numbers
that only 42 officers and men went into
action Loss three killed 14 wounded
only 25 answering to their names in the
darkness among the mounds within Fort
Fisher eight commissioned officers and
17 enlisted men The general statistics
of casualties from muster in to muster out
were 230 killed or died of wounds re¬

ceived in action C23 were wounded 8S
taken prisoners 87 died of disease 40 died
in rebel prisons 17 commissioned officers
were killed or died of wounds and 28 were
wounded The casualties in battle were
947 Total casualties from all causes
1074 Yes there were others and still
there are others to be heard from The
above are extracts from carefully authen-
ticated

¬

records compiled by A J Palmer
and embodied in the History of the 4Sth
N Y

AN ESCAPE FROM TRISON

B Vandyke Co D 14 th Iowa Foun ¬

tain Okla writes that he enlisted Nov
17 1SC2 to serve until the expiration of
term of his regiment and was mustered
out Nov 14 18G4 He was on garrison
duty at Cairo HI and later from June
18G3 to January 1804 at Fort Hallcck
Ivy Thence he went to Vicksburg and
on the Meridian raid and soon returning
to Vicksburg thence went down the Mis ¬

sissippi to the mouth of Red River par-
ticipating

¬

in Bankss campaign He was
wounded on April 9 and being unable to
walk was left in the hands of the enemy
Ho was taken to Pleasant Hill La
where he remained in the hospital until
April 27 when he escaped Soon after
leaving the hospital he traded his blue
uniform for citizens clothes and got along
very well until May 8 when he met a
Confederate regiment Some explanation
had to be made so Comrade Vandyke
told the Confederates that he was a rebel
soldier and belonged to tho 13th Tex the
regiment from which he had escaped at
Pleasant Hill He traveled with his new
acquaintances for three days and then es ¬

caped by swiimniug the Washita River
at night Twenty one days after leaving
Pleasant Hill he rejoined his own com-
mand

¬

CLAIMS Or A CONFEDERATE

A P Carr Co B 19th Ind Macklin
Wash some years ago while an officer in
Tacoma Wash attended a sick man who
seemed to be without friends and provided
medical attendance for him until he re-
covered

¬

This man said that he was a
Marylauder and that his name was James
Carter and that at the breaking out of
the civil war he was a cadet at the Naval
Academy at Annapolis that he secured
leave of absence to visit his relatives
then went South and joined the Confed-
erates

¬

He further claimed that he was
on the Dixie when she was sunk by a
blockading ship and that after being held
a short time as a prisoner of war he es¬

caped to Canada and later joined an ¬

other Confederate vessel Soon he went
to England thence to Lisbon where he
claimed to have joined the Alabama and
to have been on that vessel during the
fight with the Kearsarge Mr Carter
further claims that two officers and 40 men
from an English warship at Cherbourg
were on board tne Alabama during tho
fight and manned her big guns

DEATH OF COL MILES

Capt W W French Assistant Adju ¬

tant General Department of Tennessee
G A R Chattanooga Tenn writes Iu
the issue of June 20 I notice an account
of the death of Col Miles at Harpers
Ferry Va as given by W A Johnson of
South Carolina I was in command of
Co F 115th N Y at that surrender and
was up the Shepherdtown road watching
the rebel cavalry till called in and was
fired upon by a battery to the west up this
road When I arrived at the brigade line
on the top of Bolivar Hights the extreme
north end overlooking the river I formed
the company line and stacked arms as the
white flag of surrender was Hying at bri ¬

gade headquarters While standing at
ease I saw the flash and heard the report
of a gun up the Shepherdtown road It
being hazy 1 could see the shell as it
wended its way toward us When the
time came I ordered my men to lie down
and the shot passed over my company line

near enough for me to feel the breeze
and to knock my Lieutenants hat off his
head I watched the shell and saw it
strike among a group of officers at the
foot of the lull I soon learned that the
shot struck Col Miles He died the next
day during an operation

WHERE IS THIS SOLDIER

Mrs Lizzie M Lindsey Cherokee
Kan writes that when she was a mere

service
receive

they
to

copies

child a schoolmate gave to her pho
tograph of a soldier which she still Las
but would be to return to the
or his relatives The photograph shows

left arm off shoulder and
right arm off between elbow and
shoulder the back of picture

is written George It Starkey Itemem--
me too Camp Vincent Jefferson Co

New York
BROTnERS IN AN IOWA COiTPANY

G J Lning Iowa sends the
of brothers in Co I 4th

Iowa Allen D F Allen W M Allen
L J Barker Benj Barker Bar-
ker

¬

R J Lancaster
S A E Nelson Nel-

son
¬

F L Nelson C Sharp Samuel
Sharp Martin Sharp Thomas Messen ¬

ger S J Messenger It Messenger D
B Ratliff Lemuel Ratliff Elias Ratliff

A W W Thompson T
P Thompson P L Laing
Laing G J McDaniel Henry
Given Poplin R G M Poplin James
Finch T B Finch Forrest
Forrest B Miskimins P Miskimins
E Slocum A J N E Smith
M F Smith L Munden B F Mua
deu Joseph Sires John Sires A S

Jvjtoa a -- r - fi sc

New Pension Law
Under Iht et of Juni 27 1902

soldiers who served 30 days in any of the

INDIAN WARS
from 1817 to 1853 are entitled to a pension of SH per
month If the vMer Is dead widow b entitled If she
has not remarried

THE ACT OF JUNE 2T 1890
nlo been amended and thousands of claims that

nave been rejected on the ground or a prior Con
federate aervlre or on account of leertlon
from a previous fervlce can now be alloned under
recent Acts of Concres- -

Prompt mi personal itlcslloa It h to ill corrupoodcncc

NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL
Classes of Claims before Departments

Let us hear from you

BUTTS PHILLIPS
Pension Attorneys

Ijcuinan Itnlldinv TVASIIIXUTOV D C
Ilraiicli omcc 1J Wllloughby St Brooklyn

FR0H THE NATI0NU TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D C
THURSDAY APRIL 22 IS97

We ndopt st somewhat nnaiaal eoarte Inrailing Jtllenllon to the mnnouneement of
3t er Itntla c Phllllpa wnleh reappemn
In another eolnmn of thl luiie Sut only
have they been neeeornl n praetltlonera
bnt their penonal wnr reeord give an
additional Interest to their eareer
Tnet that thejrare both veterans naturally had a bearing npon the mrreu they
bare aetileved professionally In the spo
rial line of praetlee to which they have
devoted their ctTorts Roth members of
the firm have had the or lone
service In responsible positions In thePension Ilnrean

TIaJ Bntts organised managed theArmy nnd Xmry aurvlvorV Division
which has been officially described as
having enabled over 00000 claimants toprove their before the Bureau who
otherwise would have failed far lack of
evidence

ORArESHOT

Charles B Palmer Second Lieutenant
Co B Wis II A 401 X Y Life
Htiildiiif Kansas City writes In
regard to question whether grapeshot
was used in civil war I think it is
quite certain that it was used to some ex-
tent

¬

with heavy gun hut with field
artillery During the Fall and Winter of
18G3 I was Ordnance Sergeant in charge
of Forts Tcrrill and Willich at Munford
ville Ky These forts were with
30 pound Iarrotts and the ammunition
included stands of grape as well as ordi-
nary

¬

canister During the rest of my two
years service in the artillery we were
equipped as light artillery using at dif-
ferent

¬

times 20 pound Iarrotts 10 pound
Parrotts C-- and 12 pound Napoleons and
mountain howitzers Xone of these pieces
used grape

FRASKLIJf

H D Beard Salina Kan replying to
statement of Capt W C Kicc 123th
Ohio in the issue of May 1 says

Capt Ilice is mistaken in saying that
a new regiment placed in the works
at Franklin and was driven hy rebels
The lioth Ohio was in reserve when
commanding officer Dan McCoy was car-
ried

¬

from field and Maj Mullenix
gave the order to advance with fixed bayo-
nets

¬

We drove rebels back and held
the ground until reinforcements came up
I belonged to Co A of that regiment
which was the 173th Ohio Seventeen
men of my company were left on the field
and in hospital that night I was
wounded but did not leave the line nntil
we were back The 173th Ohio
has never received credit for its work at
Franklin

WHEI5E MPIIEnSON WAS KILLED

W H Cook 17 Savannah street At-
lanta

¬

Ga writes to correct a statement
by Comrade C C Reed Ohio L A
Mr Cook says In the issue of July 10
C 0 Reed states that Gen
was killed within 50 yards of Peach Tree
Creek I live within one mile of where
McPherson was killed At its nearest
point Peach Tree Creek is three and one
half miles from where McPherson was
shot There is not a branch of creek
within half a mile of the McPherson mon-
ument

¬

on top of the flat ridge where the
General was killed

FIELD BATTERIES AT GETTYSBURG
Benjamin Woche Battery G 2d TJ S

Art Kodiak Alaska wishes to learn
what field batteries of the 2d TJ S Art
were present and under fire at Gettysburg
during the entire three days fighting

SCATTERING

Charles Besonday Co B 2d Minn
James Minn is desirous of securing a
copy of the song Battle of Murfrees-
boro

¬

James G Walton of Co M 12th III
writes that he sees nothing in The National
Tribune from members of command
and is beginning to doubt whether the

Scotch regiment actually participated in
the war

In Suspense
So you dont know whether you want

to go to or not
Well snh answered Mr Erastus

Pinkley Id like de refusal ob de job a
little while

But I need somebody right away
In dat Ill have to let it go by

Is jes bought a policy ticket an
hafter wait till aftuh drawin to see
whether Is gwine to work at all or not

Sarins Him the Trouble
Lawyer You know you are not obliged

to incriminate yourself
Client No I spose therell be plenty

to to that all right

Ethel George has told me that he
will kill himself if I do not consent to be
his What shall I do

Her Mother Wait my child and sec
whether he does or not If he fails to do
so you will know that he is not worthy of
your love

First Passenger Why do you think the
lecturer just took a drink

Second Because we just
went through a tunnel

NEW PENSION LAWS
Soldiers their widows dependent parents and minor children whose pension was

dropped or rejected on account of a prior in the Confederate Army will now be
entitled Also those who did not an Honorable Discharge from all services ia
which enlisted Thousands will be benefited by this law

All soldiers in Indian Wars from 1817 1835 aud their widows are now entitled a
Service Pension

Blanks of laws and advice free
Mr Hunter is a hustler had 117 cases allowed in one day no is prompt and will

give you good work and advice Writeat once to

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

WASHINGTON D C
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Always Reliable
A dollar of service for
every dollar of cost
Jliuslratta Doonjrtc

The Smith Premier
Typewriter Co

Xo319 1UU ST TV Washington D C

WANTED
SOLDIERS

The addresses of all Fed¬

eral Soldiers their widows
or lielra who tiled a
Iloniestead on less

loo acres be¬Jtoan June 23I 1871

rtnat Iroor not
renulred Wilt

HOMESTEADS

Patents

purcuaao
Land War ¬

rants
Address

Comrade W E JtONKS Box 1333 Denver
Colo MenUon National Tribune

Send sketch for free opin-
ion

¬
Feo dependent on suc-

cess Estab 1804

MaO B STEVENS CO Atlji
l Hth Slnst Wttalaitoi DC
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